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How to Stop lllegal Dumping In Graham County

Dumping waste at any location that has
not been approved by ADEQ to accept
waste is illegal dumping. This fact sheet
provides a list of sites in your area that
can legally accept waste, which will
ensure proper disposal. Some people
wrongfully assume that if others have
already dumped at a certain location,
then it must be a legal place to dispose
of waste. If you choose to illegally
dispose of waste at these sites you could
be contributing to the pollution problems
in your community. To help keep your
community a safe and beautiful place to
live, help us spread the word!

GARBAGE:
IT’S EVERYBODY’S PROBLEM

The Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality’s (ADEQ) Solid Waste Compliance Program is
working with the Gila Watershed Partnership,
Graham County Health Department, the Graham
County Sheriff’s Department, Graham County
Highway Department, Graham County Board of
Supervisors, South Eastern Arizona Clean and
Beautiful, and the City of Safford Public Utilities to end
illegal disposal along the Gila River and within your
community.

This Fact Sheet was developed to provide informa-
tion to all county residents about the locations and
proper ways to reduce and dispose of waste.

lllegal dumping is a serious issue throughout
Arizona and prominent in rural areas as Pima,
Thatcher, Safford, Eden, Fort Thomas and San Jose.
Many residents are under the impression that loca-
tions where families have been dumping wastes for
years are legal trash-dumping sites. This is not true.
Landfills and Transfer Stations are permitted and
inspected annually to sustain a healthy and envi-
ronmentally friendly place to dispose of wastes
permanently.

Dumping of solid wastes at any location other than
the City of Safford landfill or Graham County’s four

transfer stations is a class two misdemeanor and can

subject the dumper to fines of up to $1,000 per day
per violation and up to $15,000 for each violation.

ADEQ’s goal is to end illegal dumping of solid
waste through outreach programs throughout your
community and limit the amount of enforcement
action needed.

ILLEGAL DUMPING:
BAD FOR YOUR HEALTH

lllegal dumping of waste throughout Graham
County is not only ugly, but harms our water sources,
the Gila River and the land used for crops and homes.
lllegal dumping poses a health risk to public health,
aquatic habitat, and wildlife. lllegally disposed trash
includes hazardous chemicals generated from house-
hold, commercial and industrial sources, and can
contaminate ground and surface water used for drinking
water. Debris can also block streams, culverts and
drainage basins, causing floods and new channels.

In addition to the adverse health effects, property
values decrease as a result of illegal disposal and affect
the local tax base and the ability to maintain pollution
prevention programs.
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HOW ILLEGAL DUMPING HURTS

Household waste and trash: lllegal dumping of
everyday waste encourages bacteria and viruses to
grow and “eat” the garbage. Trash also attracts
rodents and other animals, which spread bacteria
when humans come into contact with them or their
feces. When water comes into contact with these
bacteria, and humans use the water for recreation or
on crops, humans can get gastrointestinal illness
which includes diarrhea, vomiting and cramps. This

threat is prevented if waste is properly disposed of at
a landfill.

Cars, automotive fluids, paints, and herbicides: When
these items are illegally dumped onto the ground or
into the Gila River, the water becomes polluted with
metals and other hazardous chemicals. When humans
use water for recreation or irrigation, they may be
exposed to a number of chemicals that lead to organ
damage, cancer and other illnesses. Hazardous waste
materials should be separated and stored for deposit-
ing at a Household Hazardous Waste Collection
event. Contact your city or county government for
event dates and details.

Tires: Tires illegally dumped onto the ground or
into the river pose a health hazard for humans. They
are warm places for rodents and insects to breed.
Mosquitoes that breed in the tires may spread the
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West Nile Virus. Tires can also catch on fire. Rubber
fires are difficult to put out and emit a hazardous
chemical into the air. Tires cannot be buried; they
tend to rise to the surface because of their chemical
components. The City of Safford landfill accepts waste
tires.

Soil: lllegal dumping of soil onto the banks of the
river and into the water’s course causes the water to
become murky or turbid. Too much turbidity in water
decreases the quality of the river water and harms
aquatic life by suffocating fish eggs and smothering the
homes of bottom-dwelling organisms. Excessive sedi-
ment can cause taste and odor problems in drinking
water, ruin filtration systems, and reduce the capacity
of drinking water reservoirs. High levels of sediment
can impair recreational uses of water.

When the quality is decreased, there are fewer
approved uses for the river water on crops and for
irrigation.

WHY WE HAVE LANDFILLS AND
TRANSFER STATIONS

By taking your waste to the City of Safford Landfill
or Graham County Transfer Stations instead of illegally
dumpinging of it onto land in Graham County, you
avoid environmental and health consequences for all
residents.



A permitted landfill is evaluated and approved by
ADEQ to ensure that it is designed to store and treat
waste so that it will not harm residents in Graham
County.

Landfill and Transfer Stations post signs that list the
wastes that are permitted. Waste is screened by land-
fill employees to make sure that only allowable wastes
are buried into the landfill.

WHERE TO DISPOSE OF WASTE IN
GRAHAM COUNTY

Improper waste disposal can have serious health
consequences to you, your family and future generations.

To protect yourself and the community, please take
unwanted goods to a landfill or transfer station
approved by ADEQ.

Landfill and Transfer Stations in Graham County
City of Safford Landfill: 3600 N. Safford Landfill Rd.
Artesia Transfer Station: E. Quail Trail Rd., Safford
Ashurst Transfer Station: Hwy 70, Ft. Thomas
San Jose Transfer Station: San Jose Landfill Rd.
Klondyke Transfer Station: Four Mile Creek Rd.

City of Safford Landfill Hours
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Graham County Transfer Station Hours
Monday (Ashurst only): 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday (Artesia only): 7:30 am. - 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday (Artesia and San Jose):
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (Artesia)
7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (San Jose)
Thursday (Ashurst only) 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Friday (Artesia and San Jose):
7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (Artesia)
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (San Jose)
Saturday
I'st Saturday of the month (Artesia and Ashurst):
7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (Artesia)
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (Ashurst)
2nd Saturday of the month (Artesia and San Jose):
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (Artesia)
7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (San Jose)
3rd Saturday of the month
(Ashurst and Graham County Fairgrounds):
7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (Ashurst)

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (Graham

County will accept vegetation)
4th Saturday of the month (San Jose only):

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
5th Saturday of the month (Artesia only):

7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Klondyke transfer station is open daily.

PRODUCING LESS WASTE REDUCES
DISPOSAL COSTS

ADEQ is aware that many residents are opposed
to the landfill/transfer station tipping fees or just cannot
afford curbside waste collection fees. The purpose of
the fees is to maintain the proper working condition
of the landfill which helps to ensure the health and
safety of residents and the environment.

However, you can reduce your costs of disposal by
reducing the amount of waste your family generates.

Reduce and Reuse

Start a compost pile. Food remains, grass clippings,
straw, hay and livestock manure can all be composted.
Composting is easy to maintain and can significantly
reduce wastes in your household garbage.




Recycle:
* Return grocery bags to the market.

* Encourage troops, scouts, and clubs to collect
recyclables such as plastics, glass and cans for recycling.

* Return used batteries to the original retailer.
* Return used oil to the local auto parts store.

* Donate paint and construction materials to a school,
church or playhouse.

WHERE CAN | GET MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about how to recycle or
compost, call 1(800)-CLEANUP; or visit ADEQ’s
Recycling Web site at: http://www.azrecycles.gov/.

REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING IN
GRAHAM COUNTY

Take pride in your community and help ADEQ
protect you and your family by reporting any acts of
illegal dumping. Here are several places to report
illegal dumping.

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
Complaint Web site:

http://www.azdeq.gov/function/compliance/com-
plaint.html

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality,
Solid Waste Section:

Jennifer Edwards
Eastern Arizona Solid Waste Compliance Officer:
(602) 771-4703, or 1(800) 234-5677, Ext. 4703

email: edwards.jennifer@azdeq.gov

Kim McDaniel

Solid Waste Compliance Unit Manager

(602) 771-4121, or 1-800-234-5677, Ext. 4121
email: mcdaniel.kimberly@azdeq.gov

Graham County Health Department:

Bonnie Simpson
Graham County Environmental Health Specialist
(928) 428-0110

Graham County Sheriff’s Station:
Littering complaint: (928) 428-3141

You can remain anonymous when reporting illegal dumping.
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